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Scan for more info on the Club 

Auckland is at RED traffic light  
Moving to ORANGE traffic light 
11.59pm Thursday 30 December 

Clubrooms & Greens are Open, with restrictions 
My Vaccine Pass required to enter Club premises 

The Leap into 2022 
It is just over twelve months since we cautiously pushed open the door, with a stick, on 
2021 in the hope that it couldn’t be as bad as 2020 and how wrong we were. February 
saw us plunged back into lookdown (Level 3) thankfully after the Club’s two big pairs tour-
naments. We were able to salvage what was left of the season and looked forward to a 
good winter in the Club. Delta arrived mid-August and with it 107 days of closure before 
government Vaccine Passes gave us some freedoms back. With nine days to go of this 
year we will enter the ORANGE Traffic Light stage, where we can have bigger groups, 
play darts and pool, all just intime to welcome in the New Year. Unfortunately, we were 
forced to cancel the band and our New Year’s Eve Party back in November. But as of mid-
night 31 December we won’t be looking back as we leap the gap to get as far away from 
2021 as possible. 

Championship Update 
The playing calendar has been turned on its head thanks to a late opening, beyond our 
control. Revised confirmed Championship dates received from the match committee: 
Sunday 16 January - Women’s Pairs – qualifying 
                                - Men’s Pairs - qualifying 
Saturday 22 January – Men’s Fours – qualifying 
Sunday 23 January -- Men’s Triples – qualifying 
Monday 31 January - Women’s Singles – qualifying 
                                 - Men’s Pairs - post section 
Saturday 12 March - 1-5 Fours (AC) 
Sunday 13 March - 1-5 Triples (AC) 
                             - Championship reserve day 
Saturday 19 March - Women’s Fours- qualifying 
                               - Men’s Reserve Day 
Saturday 9 April - Women’s Triples – qualifying 
                           - Men’s Singles – qualifying  
Sunday 10 April - Women’s Triples  - post section 
                           - Men’s Singles – post section 
Sunday 17 April - Championship Reserve Day 
Monday 18 April - Championship Reserve Day 
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Members Draw Returns NYE 
Friday 31 December - Drawn between 5pm & 7pm 

Merry Christmas 
The Birkenhead Bowling Club Board of Management wishes all members and their fami-
lies a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, safe travels if you’re leaving town and if 
you’re not we hope to catch you in the Club sometime. 

On The Greens 
Note: the status of each green may change without notice, always check the greens open/ 
closed board for current status. 
Wednesday 22 December – 10am Club Day (AC-Single Entry) 
Friday 24 December Stuie’s Birthday Mini Tournament (OAC-Single Entry) - mufti 
Wednesday 29 December – 10am Club Day (AC-Single Entry) - mufti 
Wednesday 5 January – 10am Club Day (AC-Single Entry) 
Sunday 9 January - Sunday Tournament (OACT) 
Wednesday 12 January – 10am Club Day (AC-Single Entry) 
Friday 14 January – BNH Umpires Association Tournament (OACT) 
Saturday 15 January - 8.30am 1-5 Year Championship Pairs (AC) - postponed 
Sunday 16 January – 8.30am Women’s Championship Pairs - Qualifying 
                                 - 8.30am Men’s Championship Pairs - Qualifying 
Monday 17 January - 6pm “YOU Travel Birkenhead” Social Bowls3Five (1) 
Wednesday 19 January - 9.30am Wednesday Triples (OACT) - BYO lunch 
Saturday 22 January - 8.30am Men’s Championship Fours 
Sunday 23 January - 8.30am Men’s Championship Triples - Qualifying 
Monday 24 January - 6pm “YOU Travel Birkenhead” Social Bowls3Five (2) 
Wednesday 26 January - 10am Club Day (AC—Single Entry) 
Friday 28 January - 1pm  2-4-2 Pairs (OACP 2-4-2) - Team & Single Entry—mufti) 
Saturday 29 January - Carole Fredrick Invitation Women’s Triples (INVWT) 
Sunday 30 January - Championship Reserve Day 
Monday 31 January - 8.30am Women’s Championship Singles -  Qualifying 
                                 - 8.30am Men’s Championship Pairs - Post Section 
Wednesday 2 February - 10am Club Day (AC—Single Entry) 
Saturday 5 February - 8.30am Charity Tournament (OACF - mufti - non-bowlers welcome) 
Sunday 6 February - “Carpet Mill” Birkenhead $6,000 Men’s Pairs - day 1 
Monday 7 February - “Carpet Mill” Birkenhead $6,000 Men’s Pairs - day 2 
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Starts 6pm Monday 17 January  

YOU Travel SOCIAL 

More info and entry phone/text  Evan on  021 057-5491 
or email socialbowls@bowlsbirkenhead.co.nz  

Inside this Long Christmas Weekend 
Friday 24 December – Open Midday 
Meat Raffles, Joker 500 
Racing - Cambridge, Winton (Harness), Waikato (Dogs) 
Cricket Big Bash League * - 5pm Hobart Hurricanes v Melbourne Stars  
Saturday 25 December, Christmas Day – Closed 
Sunday 26 December, Boxing Day – Open 11am 
Racing - Ellerslie, Awapuni, Wingatui (Thoroughbreds), Westport (Harness) 
Cricket The Ashes* - 12.30pm Australia v England - day 1 
Monday 27 December – Open 2.30pm 
Racing – New Plymouth (Thoroughbreds), Gore (Harness) Manukau (Dogs) 
Cricket The Ashes* - 2.30pm Australia v England - day 2 
Football A-League* - 5.45pm Central Coast Mariners v Wellington Phoenix  
Tuesday 28 December – Open 2.30pm 
Racing – Arawa Park, Phar Lap Raceway (Thoroughbreds), Westport (Harness), Adding-
ton (Dogs) 
Cricket The Ashes* - 2.30pm Australia v England - day 3 
* Sports viewing selection is determined by the members. 

Reyland & Croy 

Saturday was to have seen eight teams in the post-section of the Handicap Pairs. Due to 
the change in playing dates, one team defaulted giving a free ride to the Semis. The oth-
ers had to play for their spots with Fay Judge and Mick Moodie defeating Steph Langford 
and Keith Burgess (14-5), Miranda Starck and Evan Thomas defeated William Tonga and 
Colin Godfrey (16-11) while the last spot into the semis went to John Croy and late re-
placement Barry Reyland having defeated Sydney Walker and Cad Nathan (17-11). Sem-
is, Thomas’s run came to an end with a loss to Moodie (10-17). A tighter game was the 
Drew Croy semi, all locked up after ten ends (14-14), but the final three ends all went 
Croy’s way for a (14-10) win. A Croy v Moodie final promised much. Judge and Moodie 
won the first two ends to lead (4-0), but that is where is stopped for Moodie only picking 
up three more ends and four points while Reyland and Croy took eight ends, which includ-
ed three threes and one four to claim the championship (20-8) 

New Membership Cards for Collection 
Those that have joined or paid their sub before Sunday 19 December, your new card is 
available for collection from the Club Secretary. The next card drop is late January when 
our supplier reopens. 

Members Draw Returns NYE 

The Members Draw makes a welcome return Friday 31 December from where we left it 
back on Friday 13 August, two draws of $220 and $500 are on the line. Drawn between 5-
7pm, hopefully putting some extra cash in some lucky member’s pocket, but you have to 
be there to claim it. 

Continuous Raffles 

Ham & Salmon 

All Remaining Raffles 

On Sale & Drawn Today! 

mailto:socialbowls@bowlsbirkenhead.co.nz
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Charity Tournament - Saturday 5 February 
For many years on Waitangi Day Birkenhead Bowling Club and in recent years supported 
by Birkenhead RSA, have raised funds in support of charities. Recent years it is all in sup-
port of Harbour Hospice, a charity with many ties to the Club. A few years back we 
cracked the $10,000, let us crack it again in support of Harbour Hospice again. Entries are 
open now, teams of fours, any combination, mufti (many teams dress to a theme and 
some just dress up), a non-bowler in each team is encouraged. After all this is a fundrais-
er day for a fantastic cause, the town hall clock is not on the line. Items to donate for raf-
fles and auctions ring Louise Fox 021 2357121. 

Stuie’s Birthday Mini Tournament 
Tuesday Afternoon 24th December 

Single Entry - Mufti - 1pm Start 
Bowlers & Non-bowlers welcome  



TAB at Birkenhead Bowling Club. 
The Birkenhead Bowling Club is committed to promoting responsible gambling. 
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Munta Leads Team to Success 
As luck would have it or it was Rod watching over us. But the decision to move the Rod 
Mahon Memorial this year from Wednesday 15 to Sunday 19 proved the right one. 
Wednesday the green was unsuitable for tournament play due to three days of rain and 
all play that day was cancelled. In a vast contrast Sunday dawned clear and bright, a pre-
fect day for bowls. Both greens were in use, but the kitchen was quiet as RED Traffic 
Light restrictions meant no traditional Sunday tournament  buffet lunch provided, it was 
BYO. Several teams were in 
the running going into the 
fourth and final round of the 
day. The so called “Dream 
Team”, Tony Grantham, Ja-
mie Hill and Randall Watkins 
after having a lucky escape in 
the first game of the day, pick-
ing up a five on the final end 
for a draw, picked up win 
number three to finish in 
fourth. The Nathan family trio 
of Chad, Peter and Milika 
drew their second game, but 
a sold ends count gave them 
third spot. The all-women’s 
trio of Amy Little, Mavis Smith 
and Ruth Lynch finished the 
day in style with win number 
four and second overall. But the day, the hams and the Rod Mahon trophy belonged to 
the team that finished with four wins and thirty ends, five ends ahead of Lynch. That team 
was, having lead by example all day Mike Turner aka “Munta”, Steve Arms at two and 
John Hindmarch skipping. 
Results at a glance: 
First: Mike Turner, Steve Arms, John Hindmarch – 4 wins, 30 ends  
Second: Amy Little, Mavis Smith, Ruth Lynch – 4 wins, 25 ends 
Third: Chad Nathan, Peter Nathan, Milika Nathan – 3 wins, 1 draw, 35 ends 
Fourth: Tony Grantham, Jamie Hill, Randall Watkins – 3 wins, 1 draw, 30 ends 

No Band, Dancing Girls or Fireworks 
Nothing formal planned, no band, dancing girls or fireworks for New Year’s Eve. Our well-
laid plans for a New Year’s Eve Party were scuppered when the uncertainly at the end of 
November forced the cancellation of the band and party. 
The Club will be open to welcome in the New Year in, possibly “A Pensioner New Year” at 
9pm for those amongst us that can’t stay awake until mid-night. The Bar will be open 
longer than usual that Friday. We will play it by ear that evening and just see where the 
evening takes us. 

More freedoms, Passes Remain 
Auckland moves to ORANGE Traffic Light at 11.59pm Thursday 30 December. Along with 
no limit on numbers in the Club we will now be able to play pool, darts, approach and or-
der at the bar and just in time for New Year’s Eve, dance. 
My Vaccine Pass remains and all those entering the Club’s premises must be able to pro-
duce a current My Vaccine Pass as mandated by the government. 
Unfortunately, we may not agree with various individual aspects of the restrictions that 
have been put in place by the current government, but to keep our doors open we must 
comply. Thank you in advance for your compliance and understanding. 

No Paper Copy 
During RED Traffic Light the Bee Express will continue to be published and delivered to 
your email in box weekly or the current publication may be found along with back issues 
on the Club’s website. There will be no printed copies left out at the Club, although a 
printed copy is available from the Club Secretary on request. Printed copies will be back 
available in the Club when we reach ORANGE Traffic Light. 
As for the TAB fields which have been absent under RED, these will reappear Boxing Day 
in time for the day’s thoroughbred meetings at Ellerslie, Awapuni and Wingatui. The big 
harness meeting Boxing Day is in Westport, the Westport Cup. 

Rod Mahon Memorial winners:  
Mike Turner aka “Munta”, Steve Arms and John Hindmarch. 



Ham & Salmon Raffles On Sale & Drawn Today 
Winning raffles will be available for collection after 5pm today, Wednesday 22 December,  
from Birkenhead Bowling Club. Any raffles remaining will be drawn between 5-6pm. 
Raffles not collected on the 22 December will be named and placed in the chiller for col-
lection, the club and persons running the raffle are not responsible for any raffles left in the 
chiller 
Results to date: 
Raffle 13 - #50 Logan Smith 
Raffle 4 - #27 Logan smith 

Stuie’s Birthday Mini Tournament 
Stuie has treated is body like a temple and incredibly stood the testament of time, it is for-
tunate we still have him here today. Initially this tournament was run as a bit of a joke to 
celebrate Stuie’s 59th birthday, in preparation for his 60th the following year. Ten years on 
the annual tournament on the afternoon of 24 December has continued to prove popular. 
Curtis Ennor has run this for the past six years and kept it going in the spirit it was intend-
ed, light hearted and fun, and has done a fine job. He is again at the helm this year. Friday 
24 December, names in by 12.45pm, play starts 1pm, three short games, prize giving and 
all over around 4pm. Open to bowlers and non-bowlers, Single Entry, Mufti, $5 entry, 
loads of prizes. Come and join in the fun as we celebrate Stuie’s birthday. 

Centre Update 
BNH email 21 December 
BNH Weekly Reminder – 21 December 2021 

BNH  NZ Masters 2022 – Entries have now officially closed and we are looking to have 
some good competition over the five days of play in February, 2022. There are a number 
of teams and players coming from all over New Zealand and they will be welcomed espe-
cially after the restricted entry into Auckland over the past few months. 
Whilst the draws are currently being finalised we have a few vacancies in the fields which 
will mean byes having to be made in some events. However, the Committee would wel-
come any further entries to fill these gaps so if you can manage to enter a team in any of 
these events please email bowls@bowlsnorthharbour.co.nz immediately. Arrangements 
can be made to pay the entry fee subsequently to your entry being allotted to the draw. 
The events are – Women 75+ Fours, Women 75+ Pairs, Women 60-74 Pairs, Men 75+ 
Fours, Mixed 75+ Pairs, and Mixed 60-74 Pairs. 
Entries open for forthcoming events – A reminder for clubs and persons entering BNH 
competitions to check the entry conditions for the event on the entry platform, on the web-
site, as entries are being made. 
All entrants must be double vaccinated by the entry closing date for the event entered. 
1-5 years Interclub – Entries close on Friday 24 December 2021 for playing dates 8/9 
January 2022. Entry fee $100 per side. 
Women’s Interclub 7’s – Entries close on Friday 7 January 2022 for playing dates 22/23 
January 2022. Entry fee $100 per side. 
Men’s Interclub 7’s – Entries close on Friday 28 January 2022 for playing dates 12/13 
February & 12 March 2022. Entry fee $100 per side. 
Women’s Centre Triples – Entries close on Friday 4 February 2022 for playing dates 
19/20 February 2022. Entry fee $75 per team. 
Men’s Centre Singles – Entries close on Friday 4 February 2022 for playing dates 19/20 
February 2022. Entry fee $25 per player.    
BNH Umpires Association Tournament – The next Umpires’ Association hosted tourna-
ment will be on Friday 14 January, 2022, at Birkenhead Bowling Club sponsored by Em-
mie Swart Limited. It is an open any combination triples day and commences at 9.30am. 
These are popular tournaments and entries should be made early by email to Garry Mov-
erley – gpmoverley@gmail.com 
Seasons Greetings – The Board of Bowls North Harbour wish all members seasons 
greetings as they prepare to celebrate the Christmas season after a disruptive year and 
we look forward to better things going into 2022 with no more cancellation of events. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all. 

A Stocking Filler 

Here is a stocking filler for a new bowler. “Getting Started” - Basic Techniques of Lawn 
Bowls is a 34 page handbook produced by the Wanaka Bowling Club with significant ma-
terial and editorial assistance from BowlsNZ. Bowls NZ not only supplied suitable text and 
diagrams but also were involved in the editing process to ensure the handbook is fully 
compliant with current New Zealand practices and coaching protocols. 
This would be possibly the only publication currently available in New Zealand that specifi-
cally focuses on the needs of newer bowlers although there are timely reminders for more 
experienced bowlers. Limited copies of the handbook are available from the Birkenhead 
Club Bowls Shop at cost, $17.00 per copy. 
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The Dog House 
Our irregular columnist Mike Cartwright with one man’s often controversial and at times un
-PC perspective on the sport of bowls amongst other things. The views and opinions ex-
pressed here are those of the author’s and do not necessarily represent or reflect the 
views of Birkenhead Bowling Club. 

It’s with real excitement that I have written this edition of the Dog-House. The fish and chip 
wrapper from Morrinsville has told us to make orange our favourite colour so we forget the 
misery she has put us through and vote her dictatorship back in for another term in 2023. 
On the 15

th
 of December us Aucklanders could pack our cars and head over the Bom-

bay’s to colonise the districts, infecting them all with all our diseases…. including our 
cash...and making them hate us even more. In the world of wars, it’s called divide and 
conquer, and as we know it happens in bowls all the time.  
As for my bowls, well I got them out of the cupboard for the first time since June 2021 a 
couple of weeks ago. My size 5 Optima’s had served me well towards the end of last sea-
son and I was looking forward to them intimidating a few size 0’s on the greens. I couldn’t 
make the Handicap Singles or Pairs as Man-COVID had pretty much disabled me from 
holding anything but my nose, but this week I was keen to get out for a game and hone 
my skills.  I was invited to play in the Rod Mahon Ham tournament, and I wanted to play 
well and not let the side down.  Rod and I started bowls at the same time. I was playing for 
the best club on the shore, Browns Bay, and we both met in the centre singles. It may 
have been in the 1

st
 year champ of champs, but I can’t remember, my memory is not as 

good as my wife’s. Anyway, we had a great game and I remember him winning on the last 
end with his final bowl, those purple things he always had back then. Weird really because 
every time I think of Rod I think of purple bowls and it was even weirder on Sunday be-
cause I had the privilege of playing against Trish and what did she have, purple bowls. 
She reminded me a lot of Rod, always smiling, he was good at that, always smiling even 
when giving you a drubbing. 
Anyway, at Rod’s tournament my skip told me to wear the club’s blue shirt and black 
shorts. Now I know I’m going to get slammed for this, but I’m not a big fan of blue as the 
club’s colour, even though it does match my lagoon blue eyes and honey-combed blonde 
hair.  Blue is too boring, in fact the only exciting thing I can think of that is blue, is the pack 
of four tablets you get on prescription from the doctor, and even they don’t help you per-
form that well. The other thing that bugs me is that there are way too many clubs on the 
North Shore with blue in their club colours. I’m not going to list them here as I’m likely to 
get a wave of complaints from some of them and I already have a price on my head.  I 
tried to find out if Birkenhead had a colour but, that was about as hard as trying to find 
common sense in a politian, so I gave up and looked at Birkenhead United Football Club. 
Red Strips…now there’s an idea, at least stripes make you look slimmer, which is some-
thing most of us ‘men’ at the club could benefit from. 
Less of the crap. Now I wasn’t fortunate to win at Rod’s tournament even though we start-
ed off with a hiss and a roar with three wins from three. Our last game was against anoth-
er stacked team of Birkenhead premier players who gave us a bath for the first 6 ends, 11
-1. I wasn’t doing my chances of getting picked for the interclub any good and Robbie, 
well, he got assistance from 3 pints of mid to help get his bowls to go in the right direction.  
We both started to put something on the head for poor old Gary and we won the last 6 
ends 7-4. Let face it that’s better than saying we lost 15-8.  It was a great day though and 
we played some lovely teams, however as we know in bowls you don’t win anything for 
being lovely and most of us had had to stop off at New World to buy a ham just so we 
could keep the wife, husband and gender neutral persons in our lives happy.  
Merry Xmas everybody, be safe and stay away from Omricon. 



Ladies….. 
Women bowlers, beginners to experienced, 

new to the Club join for only $50* 
Contact Emmie (0275 297297), Trish (0224 823909) 

or come into the Club and have a look around. 
 
*$50 2021-22 season and $50 2022-23 season, additional terms & conditions apply. 
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13th Annual Women’s Pairs 
Under the Presidency of Rod Mahon the men of Birkenhead voted to allow women full 
membership of the club. Emmie Swart and Leanne Chinery were the first women to sign 
up and set out to put Birkenhead on the map of women's bowls and announce that the 
women had arrived. Thus, the Women's Open Pairs Tournament with its big money and 
high class was born. The initial tournament, organised in a short period of time, with prize 
money of $4,300, was an overwhelming success. In 2013 and in its fourth year with "Slipp 
Inn" sponsoring for the third consecutive year and prize money was $6,500. 2014 the tour-
nament reached its fifth year and to celebrate the prize money was raised to $7,000. 2015 
and 2016 saw the tournament full early again with several teams in reserve. 2017 the 
weather intervened and unlike 2013 the 2017 tournament was forced to be abandoned. 
2018 saw the $6,500 Women’s Invitation Pairs successfully played out on the greens at 
Birkenhead with Natasha Grimshaw and Gaylene Harvey (s) taking out the top prize of 
$1,500. 2019 saw the tournament move forward to a new date slot in mid-February and 
endorsed by Bowls New Zealand as part of the Summer of Bowls. A number of current 
New Zealand Blackjacks swelled the field, but it was Trish Croot and Lisa White that came 
through to shine and be crowned tournament winners for 2019. 2020 and the tournament 
had the pleasure of Australian bowling legend Karen Murphy in the field. Karen selected 
Mairangi Bay’s Colleen Rice, from the coaching clinics held over the few days prior, to 
partner up with Karen. The pair made it through to the final only to come runner-up to 
Anne Muir and Sue Wightman. 
2021 the raiders from the south, Waikiwi’s Lynda Milne (skip) and Alexandra’s Linley 
O’Callaghan stole the show defeating Birkenhead’s Trish Croot and Ruth Lynch in the fi-
nal. 
2022 sees the 13

th
 Women’s Pairs over the weekend 12 -13 February, with nominations 

currently open. Defending champions Milne and O’Callaghan have confirmed their return 
along with Queenstown regulars Margaret O'Connor and Christine Buchanan. 
We are again grateful for the continued support from "The Good Home Birkenhead" and 
Bowls New Zealand. Tournament entry nominations & enquires phone 0275 297297 
Past Winners: 
2010 – Jan Jones, Noelene Culpan(s) 
2011 - Dale Lang, Genevieve Baildon (s) 
2012 – Chrissie Peers, Denise Samuel (s) 
2013 - Fay Yates, Jenny Jones (s) 
2014 - Kerrin Roberts, Elaine McClintock (s) 
2015 – Anne Dorreen, Lisa Parlane (s) 
2016 – Estelle Hickey, Lynda Ralph (s) 
2017 – Auckland Weather – Abandoned 
2018 - Natasha Grimshaw, Gaylene Harvey (s) 
2019 - Trish Croot, Lisa White (s) 
2020 - Anne Muir, Sue Wightman (s) 
2021 - Linley O’Callaghan, Lynda Milne (s) 
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Handbook Changes - Playing Members 

Alex Ablea - change mobile number to 022 6970948, remove land line number. 
Randall Watkins - change mobile number to 027 2679287 
Jack Huriwai - change mobile number to 022 5009793 
Cathy Lawson – Full 1st Year, phone 021 707149, position Lead, Handicap 10 
Kirsty Hill – Full, phone 021 02940570, position Skip, Handicap SCR 
Connie Mathieson – Full, phone 4180366 or 027 2249732, position Three, Handicap 1 
Neville Henderson - change from Social to First Year, position Lead, Handicap 10 
Max Thompson - change from Full to Social 
Dave Moore - change from Full to Social 
Stacy Munro – change from Full to Social 
Nicola Sharp – change from Full to Social 
Bub Pike  - Life Member remove (deceased) 
Willie Kerrigan - Honorary Member remove (deceased) 
Robyn Autridge - remove (resigned) 



(No $5 Friday New Years Eve) 
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Bee on Holiday 
Today is last Bee Express for the year. There will be no Bee Express 
published Wednesday 29 December or 5 January as the Bee is flying 
off on holiday in search of some Manuka. A special thanks to Mike Cart-
wright for his irregular and at time controversial/un-PC column “The Dog 
Box” enjoyed by many. Thanks to all those that have supported the pub-
lication, the feedback has been great. Wednesday 12 January will see 
the next Bee Express back in your email boxes. Until then have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

BeeRewards Over the Holiday Period 
If you’re sticking around home over the Christmas New Year period the Club will be open 
for your enjoyment and you can continue to collect BeeRewards points. Collecting points 
is easy, scan your membership card when making a qualifying purchases from the up-
stairs bar. It is that easy, we do all the rest and you tell us when you wish to redeem any 
points accrued. 
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Birkenhead Branch 


